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HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE

Now that it is hurricane season (June 1- November 30), it is 
time to review our checklist of what to do and what to have 
on hand in the event of a storm.

The first thing to do is to secure your house.  Your Habitat 
home came with storm shutters.  Take some time to make 
sure your shutters are in good shape and to make sure you 
have the wing nuts needed to secure the shutters.

Secondly, be prepared to be out of power for as long as 
a week. The following is a list of items to have on hand 
as recommended by Indian River County’s Emergency 
Services. To learn more about the County’s Emergency 
Services, visit http://www.irces.com

• Battery-powered radio or television
• Flashlight(s) with extra batteries
• Manually operated can opener

Stores will be closed as they want their employees to be 
home with their families, so you need to have the following 
on hand:

• Seven day supply of non-perishable food items such as 
canned goods. No meats, fish, or produce.

• Two week supply of medications.
• Two coolers (one for food and one for ice). Keep your 

refrigerator door closed for as long as possible. It will be 
several days before ice becomes available.

• Drinkable water (1 gallon per person per day). Also fill 
your bathtub or any other containers with water to use in 
the commode.

• Disinfectant and household beach should you see some 
mildew appear.

• Mosquito repellent. After a major storm it is hot and 
humid, with a lot of breeding grounds.

• Clean up supplies.
• Plastic trash bags. Use them to store and protect items 

should you have a leak.
• Toilet paper, paper towels, moist towelettes.
• Infant necessities.
• First aid kit.

Avoid driving. If you must drive, don’t go into flooded 
streets. If for some reason you need to evacuate or an 
emergency calls you away from home, make sure you 
have the following with you:

• Credit card and/or cash.
• Personal identification.
• Extra set of car keys.

Other items that may be useful:
• Matches or lighter stored in a waterproof container.
• Wrench or pliers (to turn off utilities).
• Whistle or flare to signal for help.
• Fire extinguisher.
• Camera to take pictures of any damage that may have 

affected your home.
• Quiet games, books, playing cards, favorite toys for 

children, etc.
• Charcoal, matches and grill.
• A corded phone. Be aware that cell phone service may 

be limited.
• Tarps, in case of roof damage.

All Habitat homes are located west of the railroad and are 
therefore out of the usual evacuation zone. The greatest 
risk would come from wind; therefore, it is imperative you 
stay inside as there may be flying objects.
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